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Rhetoric of Hope in Abu 1-Qasim al-Shabbi’s
Poem “Iradat al-hayat” (1909-1934)

Shokri Al Mabkhout
Chair Professor of Arabic Language at Zayed University, Dubai,
United Arab Emirates

manoubazoo8@gmail.com

Abstract

This article analyses Abti I-Qasim al-Shabbi’s poem “Iradat al-hayat” (The Will to Life)
based on the following premise: the significance of hope in this poem can only be
reached through the poetic world that al-Shabbi creates in his writings. This world has
no contradiction between the rhetoric of hope and despair; both are endowed with a
creative and intellectual depth that differs from poem to poem. To define the origins of
hope in his poetry, this article approaches al-Shabbi’s poetic world through two theo-
retical frames. First, the conceptual metaphor theory of Lakoff and Johnson affords
methods of structuring the linguistic-metaphorical-conceptual fabric of hope in the
poem. Second, Gilbert Durand’s perspectives and perceptions in his theory regarding
the anthropological structures of imagination, allow us to identify al-ShabbT’s imag-
inary universe and delineate the status of hope inside it, as well as the network of
images and symbols that poetically construct it. This analysis demonstrates how the
optimistic revolutionary dimension of the two most famous lines of “Iradat al-hayat”
has profound origins rooted in the metaphorical and imaginative space that enriches
all of al-Shabb1’s poetry. This leads to a first formulation of what may be referred to as
the “rhetoric of hope” (the poetics of hope). Such rhetoric is not limited to the linguistic
meaning of enunciation but rather attempts to connect it to its conceptual-imaginary
underpinning.

Keywords

rhetoric — conceptual metaphor — imagination — Diurnal order — Shabbi
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